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Setting Up the Demeter 

 

Embarking on the journey of acoustic data collection begins with correctly setting up your Demeter acoustic recorder. 

Whether you are a field researcher, an ecologist, or an enthusiast eager to record natural soundscapes, proper device 

preparation is essential for reliable performance and accurate data. This introduction will guide you through key 

elements needed to set up your Demeter recorder, from gathering required materials to configuring your device for 

fieldwork. 

 

1. Essential Items Needed for Setup 

 
Before you begin, ensure that you have the following components ready. Each plays a vital role in the operation and 

performance of your acoustic recorder: 

• 4 x AA Batteries: These provide power to your Demeter device, essential for its portability and extended field 

use. 

• 1 x Micro SD Card: This is where all your audio recordings will be stored. The capacity of your card will 

determine how much data you can collect before needing to offload files. 

• Access to a Computer or Smartphone with an Internet Connection: This is required for accessing the official 

Demeter website (www.mydemeter.app) for firmware updates. 

 

2. Installing the Batteries 

 
Powering your Demeter recorder is the first step. Use four new, high-quality AA batteries, preferably lithium or 

alkaline, for maximum life and reliability. 

• Insert the AA batteries according to the polarity markings (+ and -) shown inside the compartment. 

• Check the device’s indicator light to confirm successful installation. 

 

3. Inserting the Micro SD Card 

 
The Micro SD card is essential for storing your acoustic data. Before inserting, ensure the card is empty or contains 

only data you wish to keep, as formatting may be required. 

• Locate the Micro SD card slot on the side of the Demeter recorder.  

• Gently insert the Micro SD card into the slot, ensuring it is oriented correctly.  

• Push the card in until it clicks into place. Do not force it, as this can damage the slot or card. 

 

4. Setting the Time and Date 

 
Accurate timestamps are crucial for correlating recordings with environmental events or field observations. Setting the 

correct time and date ensures that your audio files are properly logged. 

• Power on your Demeter acoustic recorder. 

• Use the mydemeter.app with a connected computer or smartphone for time setting. Consult your user manual 

for details. 

 

5. Formatting and Updating Firmware via app.  

 
To ensure your recorder runs smoothly and benefits from the latest features and bug fixes, it is important to update 

and, if necessary, format the firmware. The official website www.mydemeter.app provides all necessary resources. 

 

 



 

5.1 Why Format and Update? 

 

Firmware updates can improve device performance, add new compatibility, and fix known issues. Formatting helps to 

prevent data corruption, especially if the recorder has been used previously. 

 

5.2 Steps for Formatting and Updating Firmware 

 

• Just follow the steps on the app. 

 

6. Tips for Field Readiness 

 
• Carry spare AA batteries and a backup Micro SD card, especially for extended fieldwork. 

• Keep the device’s firmware and formatting tools updated by checking www.mydemeter.app regularly for new 

releases. 

• Label your SD cards to avoid confusion and data loss. 

• Familiarise yourself with the recorder’s menu system and quick functions before heading into the field, as 

conditions may make detailed adjustments challenging. 

 

Conclusion 

 
Setting up your Demeter acoustic recorder is a straightforward but essential process to ensure you capture clear, 

reliable audio data. By equipping yourself with the required batteries and a formatted Micro SD card, setting the 

correct time and date, and keeping your firmware updated using www.mydemeter.app, you’ll be ready to make the 

most of your recording sessions. Taking the extra time to thoroughly prepare your device will pay dividends in the 

quality and dependability of your acoustic research.  


