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Who is talking in my backyard? 
  
The project is a longitudinal survey, so it will be undertaken over several years to gather 
data on the presence of species and to show the impacts of climate change on animal 
population movement compared to the indigenous seasons of your local area. 
  
The cost of the project is based upon a flat fee of $750 per year, which covers the cost of 
the Zoom and in-person sessions plus data analysis, reporting and storage. You also 
receive 4 x Demeter Acoustic recorders. You can also purchase extra recorders at $240 for 
1 to 3 units or $200 for 4+ units.  All prices include GST. 
  
You would need to supply batteries, 4 x AA, for the recorders as well as the micro SD card, 
32GB, for each unit. 
  
We provide Zoom sessions: 

1. Introduction to the project and help with the design of the survey. This includes an 
idea of where you want the recorders to be placed and how often the surveys are to 
be performed.  

2. After the survey is performed, the collection of data and storage onto a portable 
SSD drive for our analysis, as well as loading data for students onto a school 
storage drive. Students can load data from their Demeter onto their own computer 
or portable drive for their own analysis. Teach how to use software to identify calls 
from collected data. 

3. Each season, a presentation on data collected with sample recordings is played 
with spectrograms. Students to learn how to research if a bird or bat is ‘local or 
migrating’ as well as identifying if any species is present that is unusual to the area.  

4. Year-end presentation of data to students with a discussion about results from the 
survey. 

  
In-person sessions include: 

1. How to set up the recorders by programming the SD card with latitude and 
longitude, time and date, as well as scheduling the recording times. If the surveys 
are to be done on the school grounds, students are shown how to install the 
recorders to a tree, fence post or wall.  

  
All data is stored online for research purposes and will be freely available for use by 
university students for research purposes, with call recordings being cited back to the 
school in any papers produced using the collected data. 
  
If you have any further questions, please feel free to reach out. 
  
Regards 
  
Richard McMillan 

 


